
EASTER...SO WHAT?                                 
JOHN 20:1-22 
 
Our New Testament lesson for today is from the Gospel of 
John, chapter 20, verses 1 through 22. 
 
PASSAGE AN PRAYER 
 
Last Sunday my sermon was really a story, the story of 
Palm Sunday. Today I want to begin with another story.  It 
is an old one, and you've probably heard it before.  It's 
completely un true.  But it's such a fun story to tell, that I 
want to begin with that.  
 
It seems that some time ago, as restrictions on visitors to 
the great nation of China were  loosening up, a Roman 
Catholic bishop decided that China's huge population 
would be a fertile field for some evangelism and some new 
converts.  Quickly a small seminary was establishing for 
the training of a few Chinese nationals to become 
evangelists.  After a couple of months the eager bishop 
went over to see if any of the new trainees were ready.  
He called in the first candidate and asked a few basic 
questions.  Then he said, "Tell me...what is the 
significance of Easter."  "Ah, Eastah," said the recruit; 
"Eastah velly impotant Cleestian hareeday.  Clistian 
palents hide egg in bushes.  Clistian chilren hunt egg."  
"Is that all?" asked the bishop.  Well the candidate could 
think of nothing to add; and so, disappointed, the bishop 
sent him back for more training. 
 



 
 
Candidate two was sent in; and the bishop asked the 
same questions: "Tell me the significance of Easter."  
"Ah, Eastah," said candidate two; "Eastah velly impotant 
Clistian hareeday.  Clistian famries all buy new clothes; 
gather; eat big ham."  "Is that all?" asked the bishop.  
And since candidate two could think of nothing else, he 
too was sent back for more training. 
 
And in came candidate three, who was asked the same 
question: "What is the significance of Easter?"  "Ah, 
Eastah," he replied; Eastah velly important Clistian 
hareeday.  Jesus, whom some said was good man, good 
teacher, even son of God, was clusified dead.  But on 
Eastah he cam out tomb."  "Hot dog," thought the bishop; 
"I've got a winner."  And eager to hear more the bishop 
asked, "Is that all?"  "No," said candidate three; "He saw 
shadow, went back inside for six mo week wintah." 
 
Actually it's no joking matter.  It's important!  What can 
we - should we - have to say about Easter? 
 
The event which we celebrate today is really quite 
mysterious: the resurrection of Jesus.  In our pondering 
we wonder what really happened.  But we just can't know.  
All we can do is accept the testimony of those who were 
there.  All we can do is read their amazing, sometimes 
confusing and even contradictory stories.  But THEN what 
we can do and I think must do, is ask: So what?  What IS 
the significance of Easter?  What must we say about 



Easter? 
 
 
One thing we can be very sure of is that Easter is the 
central element of the Christian faith.  [REPEAT]  Without 
Easter there would BE no Christian faith.  There would be 
none of the things we associate with Christianity.  There 
would be no church. 
 
It was Easter, you see, that convinced the disciples that 
Jesus really was the son of God.  That Jesus really was 
worth their faith and their trust.  That's the number one 
"so what" of Easter. 
 
At his death their faith had been snuffed out.  It was dead.  
Jesus the Christ?  No.  Jesus the Messiah?  "We had 
hoped so"...that's what two disciples were saying on their 
Easter trip home from Jerusalem to their home in 
Emmaeus.  We had hoped so. 
 
And it was Easter, it was the resurrection that made all the 
difference.  Whatever it was, and however it happened; 
the resurrection of Jesus changed everything. 
 
Think of it this way: The resurrection was God's great 
exclamation point.  It was God's great arrow, pointing 
back to, and validating the life, the teachings, the values 
and the faith of this humble carpenter from Nazareth.  
Initially it was not a virgin birth, it was not a voice from 
heaven at his baptism, not even the miracles he worked.  
All that was small potatoes after Good Friday.  It was 



Easter, the resurrection of Jesus that finally convinced 
them that Jesus was the son of God. 
 
 
That's the first "so what" of Easter:  By his resurrection 
Jesus was confirmed as the Christ, the son of God. 
 
The second "so what" of Easter is that it has forever 
changed the way we understand death and dying...and 
our concept of what lies beyond death. 
 
And here's where I bet most of us have a misconception.  
Most of us assume that we Christians believe in life after 
death because of the resurrection of Jesus.  That's really 
not the case. 
 
Actually the resurrection of Jesus doesn't tell us anything 
about life after death...for us or for anyone.  [REPEAT!]  
Rather, it's because his resurrection marks Jesus as 
God's son, God's truth-teller, we believe in life after 
death...because we trust that Jesus told us the truth. 
 
"I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die."  (John 11:25, 26)  Jesus 
said that.  And because we believe him we believe in a 
life beyond death.  "I go to prepare a place for you, so 
that where I am you may be also."  Jesus said that.  And 
because he said it, we believe it.  Those are not promises 
full of all the details we'd like; but they come to us from 
one we can trust. 
 



And that's the second "so what" of Easter: We have a 
whole new way of understanding death and what lies 
beyond death. 
 
 
And then there's a third "so what" of Easter.  One which 
comes to us in its most magnificent wording from the 
writings of the apostle Paul.  Paul found a truth revealed 
in the resurrection that is so exciting, so comforting, so 
awesome that he gets downright poetic about it.  It is the 
truth that ultimately evil does not, can not, and will not win.  
Ultimately the love of God is always the final word and the 
final experience.  And what gives Paul the notion that 
nothing can separate us from God's love?  It was Easter.  
It was the wonder of the resurrection, after the evil of the 
crucifixion. 
 
Reflecting of the death and resurrection of Jesus, Paul 
writes, "Who or what can separate us from the love of 
God?  Can trouble, or hardship, or persecution, or 
hunger, or poverty, or danger, or death?  No!  In all these 
things we have victory through the God who loves us. 
...No, there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able 
to separate us from the love of God."  (Romans 8:35-39) 
 
And so Paul lists some of the terrible things we fear in life.  
And certainly we can make up our own lists, naming the 
fears that personally frighten us: war, cancer, heart attack, 
the death of a loved one, a car accident, an earthquake.  
But to silence any still-lurking fears, to cover every 
unforeseeable evil, Paul says, "nothing else in all 



creation." 
 
 
 
 
 
You and I come to worship today as we do each Sunday, 
with fears lurking in our minds and hearts.  Oh, for the 
most part we hide them behind smiles, but they're there, 
those fears.  And on this day - more than on any other - 
let us smother those fears with that faith born at 
Easter...that faith so boldly expressed by Paul: Nothing in 
life or death, nothing in all creation can separate us from 
the love of God.  For THAT is the best "so what" of 
Easter. 
 
This is the day which the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.  Amen. 
 
 


